WM HOGRES PogT OFFicE Box 1 LB2G
SOVERNGER COELIMBLL 2921]

January 29, 2000

The President
The White Honse
Washington, DC 20300

Through: Johm B, Copenhaver

Regionz] Director

Federal Emergency Management Agency
3003 Chamblee-Tucker Road

Atlente, GA 30341

Tear hir. President;

Under the provisions of Section 401 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Ralief and
Emergency Assistence Act, Public Law 93-288, as amended, and implemented by 44
GFR, Part 206.36(d), I request that you declare 2 major disaster for the Stats of Scuth
Carolina a5 a result of the effects of severe winter storms that have impacied South
Caroling over the past week and cantinue to disrupt the lives of thousands of South
Carolinians. .

South Caroling has been impacted by three back-to-back winter storms that have baen
compounded by continued extremely lov temperatures. The first storm struck the State
on January 22 and 23" producing snow and exteasive icing in the Netther countiss of
the Slale and resilted in cxlrnyive power uulages, storm refated debrig and the disruption
of tansportation systems. On Junuary 24" and 25 the State was once again struck by 2
severs winter storm that nearly paralyzed primary transportation routes in the Northem
and Central regions of ihe State, due to over twelve inches of snow that feil, resulting in
over 150,000 citizens being left without power. Many Impacted countics snowfall
excocds the snowfall of record, a3 documentsd by the NOAA, National Climatic Data
Center. This storm has placed an extraordinary burden on the State and impacred locai
governments and wtilities that contirrue to deal with the difficult tasks of road clearing,
power restoration, and debris removal. Today we are expenencing our third winter stonn
that §s briaging significant freezing precipitation to the State, compounding our difficult
recovery efforts with additional power outages and hazardous caadways.

Many local governments have zlready incurred significant costs related to these storms
and extensive response and recovery operations are ongeing. Emergency snow removal,
extensive debris clearance, public utility service restaration, and increased emergency .
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service requests are amonp the most significant challenges faced. Local government
sptereency actions have already excoeded $1.6 million and are expecled {o conlinue to
inerease.

Numerous electric power cooperatives have experienced substantial system damages and
are relying on support Fromt surrounding states to assist i their restoration =ffons.
Preliminary estimates indicate that cooperative damages will exceed 4 million.

I have ordersd 300 National Guard Troops and specialized equipment to state aclive duty
o assist in ongoing debrs removal, emergency snow temoval, and emergency
transporiation requirements. This necessary emergency action will most likely exceed
$506.00.

The State Department of Transportation has been aggressively working acrose the eative
state to keep prizmary transportation routes open and to the extent possible assist local
governments with emergency local road clearing operations. DOQT operations are
engoing and will most likely be required for several more days, resulting in emergency
expendimres exceeding $3 million.

Tn response to this situation I have taken appropriate action under State law by declaring
a State of Emergency, through Executive Order 2000-07, and directing the execution of
the State Bmevgeacy Openations Plan. The State Emergency Operations Center continues
24-hour operations o coordinate all ongoing respouse and recovery actions.

1 hove determined that this incident iz of such scverty mnd magnitnde thar effective
response is beyond the capabilities of the State and impacted local governments agd that
supplementary Pederal emergency assistance is necessary. Tam specifically requesting
Public Assistamee in Categories A through G for Cherokee, Chester, Chesterfield,
Darlington, Fairfield, Kershaw, Lancaster, Laurens, Marlboro, Newbenry, Spananbure,
Uion, end York counties and statc ageney smergency protective measures, statewids. T
further request that the entire state he eligible for Hazard Mrtigaticn Assistance.

T certify taat for this disaster, the State and local govemments will assume the applicable
non-Federal share of costs required by Public Law 93-288, 25 amended. Total
expenditures ars expected to exceed § 9.2 million, in accordance with the tables in
Enclosures A and B

I have designated Sten M. McKinney as the State Coordinating Officer for this request.
e will work with the Federal Emerpency Management Agency in darmage assessmenis
and may provide further information or justification en my behalf.

Sincerely,




Enclosare A to Major Disaster Request
Estimated Requirements for Public Assistance
Public Law 93-288, as amended

County A B C D E F G

Category A - Dabris Removal
Catagary B - Emergency Fromclive Measures
Gategney G - Read Syslems

Category D - \Water Contiol Fadiities

Categary E - PUbliG Buildings & Faciities
Category F - Fubblle Ukilifles

Category G = Other

TOTAL
Cherokee 10,000 15,000 156,000 175,300
Chester 550 38,926 225,000 314,516
Chesterfield 16,500 80,000 20,000 850,000 966,500
Darlington 11,000 48700 50,000 109,700
Fairfield ° 14,000~ 10,000 130,000 154,000
Kemshaw 8006 T 23poe 77 775,000 --805,000
' Lapoaster 110,000 150,000 T T e00B T T T 46000
Laurens 0957 12093 T T T see0e T 280829
Marlisoro 13334 9,569 | ‘__r_s_,n_:auu_ L sass
Newberry 18,750 56,250 72,000 147,000
Spartanbire 30,000 45,000 465,000 540,000
Union 91,200 18,500 25000 310,550 445,250
Yark 128130  §12.320 500,000 40,4
County Total $461,501 $1,177,137 $45,000 $3,885,550 $5,569,188
State Agency

Total 53,700,000 $3.700.000
Grand Total  $461,501 $4,877,137 $45,000 53,885,550 §9,269,188



